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If you want a local plumber, builder or decorator, 
our website is the place to go. Store it in your 
“favourites.” If you run a local business or commu-
nity group and would like to be listed on the 
website, please contact the Parish Clerk, Alice Dunn 
on info@edwinstowe.co.uk 

In this edition of “Edwinstowe Village News” you 
will �nd all the latest village news, including 
updates on the new Visitor Centre and the develop-
ment of the Thoresby Colliery Site. Also, informa-
tion about the annual Remembrance Day Parade 
and the Christmas High Street event.

There is still some confusion amongst 
some residents about another newslet-
ter circulated by a local group. It has no 
connection with your Parish Council.

On another matter, have you visited 
our website? If not, Google “
Edwinstowe Parish Council” and click 
to access our excellent village website. 
Do spend a few minutes browsing 
through it and you’ll �nd all sorts of up 
to date information about what is 
happening in the village, photos, a 
directory of local businesses etc. 

www.edwinstowe.co.uk  -  info@edwinstowe.co.uk  -  01623 824243
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 The Parish Council has also played its part by improv-
ing the �oral displays, with the hanging baskets, new 
�ower tubs and island at the junction with West Lane. 
Also, by re-painting all the street furniture. Very few 
villages in Nottinghamshire have such a thriving High 
Street as ours! Also, very few get the litter picked up 
every day- a credit to our Parish Council sta�.

High Street Re-surfaced at last!
By the time you read this edition of the magazine, the 
High Street should have been re-surfaced. 
Edwinstowe’s County Councillor, John Peck, has been 
pressing the Highways Department to get it done for 
three years and �nally got agreement for the work to 
be done this Autumn. John said, “I’m really pleased 
the High Street has been re-surfaced at long last. It’s 
been a long battle and we were turned down twice, 
but it really was getting in a poor state because of the 
heavy use. It took me the same length of time to get 
Lansbury Road done but we got there in the end.” 
Getting the High Street re-surfaced and bringing the 
Ye Olde Jug and Glass building into use are the �nal 
pieces in the jigsaw to complete the Parish Council 
plan to improve the High Street.

Unfortunately two trees on the High 
Street have died and have to be 
removed for the safety of the public. 
It isn’t possible to replant trees there, 
but the Parish Council will install two 
more �ower tubs like the ones 
outside the library.

Chairman of the Parish Council, Celia 
Brooks said, “It’s a shame the two 
trees have died, but they do have to 
be removed. There are still several 
healthy trees on the High Street 
though. The good news is that 
Harworth Estates, have kindly 
donated two �ower tubs the same as 
the ones the Parish Council put 
outside the library. 

These will add to the wonderful �oral 
display in the summer, which seems 
to get better every year.”

Edwinstowe residents will have noticed the Thoresby 
Colliery spoil heap changing from the familiar black to a 
sandy colour as the restoration work progresses.

Half a million tonnes of sand is being spread over the 
huge landmark. The whole Thoresby Colliery site, includ-
ing the area which will be developed for housing and 
jobs, is 473 acres- 23 acres acres bigger than Sherwood 
Forest Country Park and substantially bigger than Edwin-
stowe village. Much of this vast area is the spoil heap and 
that is being returned to nature.

 It is being planted with native, rowans, oaks and birches 
in the wooded areas and heathers in the heathland areas 
typical of Sherwood Forest. A network of footpaths will 
lead from the forest to the top which gives one of the best 
viewing points in the county. On a clear day, the whole of 
Sherwood Forest is spread out below and it’s possible to 
see as far as Lincoln Cathedral and into Yorkshire and 
Derbyshire. As the area matures, it will become a stunning 
visual and leisure addition to both Edwinstowe and 
Sherwood Forest. 

Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust are helping the present 
owners and developers of the Thoresby site to get the 
best possible use of the site and is expected that eventu-
ally, it will become a haven for wildlife.

The restoration of the 
colliery spoil heap

Dead 
trees on 
High 
Street 
to be 
removed
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I’m really pleased the High Street has been 
re-surfaced.  It took me two or three years of 
pushing to get it done. Hopefully, it won’t need 
doing for another twenty years. I think the 
Parish Council and traders did a fantastic job 
this year with the �oral displays. We’ve got a 
village High Street which is the envy of many.

I’ve been able to use some of my divisional 
fund to support projects by various community 
groups including the Little Oaks Playgroup and 
Thoresby Cricket Club who are putting in a gate 
to help the safety of children being dropped o� 
at school. I also managed to get the yellow 
zig-zag lines outside the school extended to 
where they are needed. 

News from your 
County Councillor, John Peck

I’ve had several meetings regarding the 
proposed development of the Thoresby Colliery 
site. It’s inevitable that the site will be developed 
and we want jobs for local people. But the scale 
of the proposed housing development will mean 
pressure on our amenities. 

We must have school places for all our children; a 
bigger medical practice with more doctors; 
Ollerton roundabout must be sorted out. 

I will continue to make these points at every 
opportunity, as will your Parish and District 
Councillors. It’s really important we retain the 
character of our special village. 

Make a note of the date: Edwinstowe’s annual 
Christmas High Street event organised by the 
Parish Council, supported by local businesses, will 
be on Thursday 24th November, from 4:30pm to 
7pm. 

As usual, the High Street will be closed and there 
will be stalls, entertainment and of course, Father 
Christmas. Parish Councillor, Karen Peck of the 
events committee said, “ Last year was possibly 
our best ever Christmas event and many 
hundreds of people attended. 

Local businesses and community groups all play 
their part and we think Edwinstowe has the best 
Christmas Lights switch on event of any village in 
the area.

Do come along and enjoy it- it’s a real            
community event.”

Christmas 
High Street Event
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Over the next few years, Edwinstowe is going to go 
through one of those phases of expansion which have 
happened on several occasions over the last hundred 
years.  The railway arrived in 1896, bringing tourists to 
Sherwood Forest and woke the village up from a being a 
small, rural community on the edge of Sherwood Forest. 

A dramatic change occurred in the mid 1920’s when the 
Bolsover Mining Company opened Thoresby Colliery 
and built the model village with all its facilities for the 
miners and their families. Houses were also being built 
on Ru�ord Road and Ollerton Road and later, large 
estates were built in the Henton and Abbey Roads area 
and the Lansbury Road area.

 In the 1960s there was a further big private develop-
ment between Mans�eld Road and the Forest. In more 
recent times, there has been the Occupation Lane and 
the Brocklehurst developments and Friars Park was built 
in the last few years after the sad decision was taken to 
close Ru�ord School. All of these developments have 
had a signi�cant e�ect on the village and despite any 
objections at the time (and there were!) Edwinstowe has 
eventually absorbed them and been welcoming to new 
residents. The present population is about 5500- a long 
way from the few hundred population a hundred years 
ago.

Over the next ten or twenty years, if all the proposed 
new developments get built, we could see the popula-
tion eventually rise to close to 8000- roughly the same as 
Southwell. If the Thoresby Colliery development gets 
planning permission, it could mean possibly mean as 
many as 800 new homes built in phases over perhaps 
the next ten or more years (plus up to 500 jobs in a 
business area). 

In addition, there are about another 200 houses in the 
pipeline for various sites around the village: o� Ollerton 
Road; the top of Ru�ord Road; the High Street at Edwin-
stowe House; the Welfare site on Fourth Avenue. All of 
this could put pressure on the village facilities if not 
managed properly. Many residents and your local 
councillors have already expressed concerns about such 
things as tra�c, pressure on the Doctors’ surgery and 
school places. 

In fact, the Parish Council objected to the development 
at the top of Ru�ord Road and wanted less houses built 
at Ollerton Road. However, the Parish Council is not the 
planning authority and the decision on any housing 
development lies with the planning committee of 
Newark and Sherwood District Council. Your local 
councillors can only express the voice of residents. 

Your Parish, District and County Councillors have met 
with developers on several occasions and have made it 
clear that residents’ concerns must be listened to and 
local Councillors are very clear that the issues of tra�c, 
Ollerton roundabout, school places, the Health Centre, 
must all be addressed. The Thoresby Colliery develop-
ment plan does include land set aside for a new school. 
Edwinstowe’s County Councillor, John Peck said, “The 
County Council has a legal duty to ensure every child 
has a school place and  I am pressing the County to 
think well ahead to make sure every child in Edwinstowe 
has a school place as the village population grows.”

Residents are concerned about the surgery- there are 
already plenty of grumbles about how long it takes to 
get an appointment. At some point in the near future, 
the Health Service will have to look at how it can expand 
provision at the Major Oak Practice- could the whole 
building be used for the doctors for example, or perhaps 
a new, bigger health centre?

Increased, tra�c will be a problem. Walking and cycling 
routes from the Thoresby Colliery site should be built. 
Ollerton Roundabout desperately needs upgrading, the 
tra�c lights at our crossroads needs re-phasing with a 
�lter and of course, many of us would love to see the 
Robin Hood line extended to Edwinstowe and Ollerton if 
the money can be found.

Parish Council Chair Celia Brooks said, “If all these 
housing developments come to fruition, then it all 
needs to managed carefully. The voices of Edwinstowe 
residents must be listened to. We acknowledge there 
will be much needed jobs and there will be new 
businesses attracted to the village which will safeguard 
the prosperity of our High Street. However, we will be 
pressing hard to make sure the real concerns we all have 
about school places, tra�c, the doctors’ surgery are all 
dealt with. All of this must be done whilst retaining the 
essential character of our lovely village.” 

The County Council has launched a new website 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/supporting-armed-
forces which highlights some of the ways the County 
Council is supporting current and former services 
personnel and their families through the Notting-
hamshire Community Covenant. 
It also acts as a portal for the many organisations, 
charities and public services available in the county, 

County Council launches 
on-line support for 
armed forces veterans 

including support with: combat stress and mental 
health issues, welfare bene�ts, �nance and debt, 
housing and property adaptations and training 
and careers. Edwinstowe’s County Councillor John 
Peck said “The web site should be very useful to 
local armed forces personnel or veterans and I do 
hope they �nd it useful in �nding out where they 
can �nd help, advice or information.” 
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Everyone in the village must be delighted to see 
the restoration of the Ye Olde Jug and Glass pub 
well under way. The builders have been working 
on it for several months converting the building 
into one bed room and studio apartments. 

As the last remaining boarded up building on the 
High Street, bringing it back into use and restor-
ing the frontage will make a big di�erence to the 
High Street. Coupled with the work the Parish 
Council has been doing, repainting street furni-
ture, improving the �oral displays, plus the 
re-surfacing of the High Street by the County 
Council, means our village High Street will be one 
to be proud of and without a doubt, the best in 
this part of Nottinghamshire.

Parish and District Councillor, Paul Peacock said, 
“I’m really looking forward to seeing the Jug and 
Glass restored. It’s in a very prominent position 
and has been an eyesore for several years. 

Restoration of the Jug and Glass well under way
The building has been a feature of the High Street since 
Victorian times and I’m pleased to see it restored rather 
than demolished or boarded up.”

Parish Council Chair and District Councillor, Celia Brooks 
agreed: “When this Parish Council was �rst elected in 2011, 
the High Street was beginning to look run down, with 
several key buildings boarded up. New businesses weren’t 
being attracted to the High Street so several shops stood 
empty. 

Since then, we’ve worked closely with the planners and 
developers to make sure buildings are brought back into 
use.”

Parish Councillor, Barbara Starbrook, who has a business 
on the High Street, “It’s about time the Jug and Glass was 
sorted out. 

It’s been boarded up too long and has been spoiling the 
look of our lovely High Street. The Parish Council has been 
very good at looking after the High Street though and 
they’ve done a brilliant job with the �owers this year.”  

I am Amy Chandler a Community Ranger for the 
Forestry Commission.  I help people engage with their 
local woodlands.
 
Following successful forestry operations in Birklands 
the next stage of harvesting started on the 5th 
September.  The plan is to restore Clipstone Old 
Quarter to native broadleaf woodland by 
re-establishing oak and birch.  

Restoration of the site will, given time, improve the 
site’s value to nature conservation and enhance 
biodiversity, as well as provide habitats for many 
wildlife species. 
The trees which are removed will go into the UK 
timber industry - sawn into planks, used as fencing 
stakes, manufactured into paper, chipboard or other 
similar materials.  The new trees that grow will help 
ensure we have a UK timber supply for the future.

As Birklands is a Site of Special Scienti�c Interest 
and part of a National Nature Reserve the forest 
management plan and all operations in this area 
of Birklands Forest are carefully designed and 
planned following consultation with Natural 
England and special interest groups.

Do you enjoy the outdoors, getting stuck in and 
like a bit of hard work?  Whether you want to 
help and dig in for mountain biking, bring a 
corporate team to do something di�erent or 
help out as part of a weekly volunteer group, 
why not join the Forestry Commission for an 
assortment of activities where you really can 
make a di�erence to  habitats and the wildlife 
living within them.

If you want further information get in touch at 
amy.chandler@forestry.gov.uk or 03000675443.
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Prince-Harry Shaw age 10
Princess- Wynter Rose Ebbins
The competition was sponsored by Iconic Bride (Edwinstowe High 
Street) and Loved Again, Church Farm (Edwinstowe)
The event was topped o� with a balloon race, where 400 balloons were 
released. This was sponsored by Edwinstowe Pet Shop & The Tyre Shop 
Ollerton with a fantastic 1st prize of a 2 night stay in Brewells Barn in 
Matlock! After the huge success plans are already underway for next 
years Gala.

We would just like to thank everyone who helped or attended

We had an amazing day with great support from the local community 
and a huge turnout of people!
Crowds were wowed by the sounds of Pete Jones! the fantastic 
Zubaidah Belly Dancer & Magpie Magic!

There was an array of stalls and fair rides. There was also an Edwin-
stowe Gala Prince and Princess competition photographed by Mark 
Walker Photography. The Winners were-
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8 November 2016 
13 December 2016 (if required)
10 January 2017
14 February 2017
14 March 2017
11 April 2017
9 May 2017 (including AGM) - Commences

MEETINGS 
COMMENCE AT 

7.00PM
 OTHERWISE 

UNLESS STATED

6.30pm

PPG Contact
There are several ways for patients to get in touch with the Patient Participation Group; by speaking to 
someone in reception, by letter or by completing a Friends and Family Test card available on the left 
hand side of the reception desk as you leave the surgery. The content of any of the above will be 
discussed (names are not disclosed to the PPG) and action taken.

Did Not Attend
Please remember to help the practice save money and give other patients a chance to take up your 
unwanted appointment by cancelling if you �nd you cannot attend.

Warfarin Talk
A talk for patients on Warfarin use planned for the summer did not take place due to the heavy work-
load at the practice. It is hoped the surgery will be able to do this in the winter months.

Flu Jabs
Remember that �u jabs from your GP practice are free if you are over 65 years old or under 65 with a 
long term condition, for children aged 2 to 4, if you are pregnant or if you are a carer. If you have missed 
any of the clinics run through September/October contact the surgery for further information.

Well Done
After the practice questioned aspects of the 2015 CQC report the Major Oak surgery rating has recently 
been upgraded to good.

MAJOR OAK MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT 
PARTICIPATION GROUP

Look out for details of other Council meetings 
on the Village Hall noticeboard and on the 

village website www.edwinstowe.co.uk

ORDINARY MEETING 
DATES 2016/7 
– TUESDAYS
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Dukeries Academy student Tom Reilly, 15 years old 
from Edwinstowe, delivered a very interesting talk 
to members of the Rotary Club of Sherwood Forest 
on 22nd June 2016.  He spoke about his experience 
of taking part in a Rotary Youth Leadership Award 
(RYLA) weekend course in Derbyshire. 

 Tom was enthusiastic and thoroughly enjoyed the 
various activities he undertook over the weekend.  
These included rock climbing, caving, biking, mini 
Olympics and team working on a range of other 
outdoor activities.  

Tom said he found the experience both 
challenging and enjoyable and the experience 
has given him the con�dence to work outside 
his comfort zone.   Rotary Club members were 
left in do doubt that if o�ered the chance Tom 
would love to take part again and do more 
walking over the Dales.

Tom strongly recommends other young people 
to take advantage of forthcoming RYLA week-
ends.  President John said the Club was very 
proud of Tom’s achievement and he was a 
credit to both his family and the Dukeries 
Academy.

The Rotary Club of Sherwood Forest would be 
advertising future leadership courses in the 
local press.

Assemble at Fourth Avenue Car Park
09.20 (on Fourth Ave near Nursing Home)

On Parade
09.30

March O�
09.40

Arrive St Mary’s Church
09.50

Service Commences
10.00

Service Ends
10.40
Fall In
10.45

March O�
10.50

Re-Form War Memorial
10.55

Memorial Service 
Commencing with:

The Act of Remembrance and Roll of 
Honour- Minister
Then Shall Be Said: The Act of Homage

“THEY SHALL GROW NOT OLD, AS 
WE THAT ARE LEFT GROW OLD
AGE SHALL NOT WEARY THEM, 
NOR THE YEARS CONDEMN
AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE 
SUN AND IN THE MORNING WE 
WILL REMEMBER THEM”. 
Response by all:-   
 WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

The Last Post
2 Minutes Silence

“WHEN YOU GO HOME, TELL 
THEM OF US AND SAY, FOR 
YOUR TOMORROW WE 
GAVE OUR TODAY”

Laying of wreaths
Service Ends With The National 
Anthem & the Final Blessing
March Past the Saluting Base- 
High Street
Halt at Nightingale Nursing 
Home
Dismiss

Sunday 13th November 2016

Could anyone who wishes to order a wreath, or to lay a wreath 
they have provided themselves please inform the RBL 
Secretary, Phil Jones on (01623) 824787



The service also helps people improve their money skills - o�ering tips on budgeting and getting the 
best deals. In 2015/16 the charity helped 142 �nancial capability clients, helping people develop their 
�nancial management skills this year.  Nationally Citizens Advice has helped 168,500 people with 
money management and �nancial services issues in the last year. 

Lesley Barrick, Advice Service Manager at Citizens Advice Sherwood and Newark said:  “We help people 
make the most of their �nances and plan for the future.  As well as seeking help to understand their 
�nances, increasingly the people we help want the skills to manage their money in di�erent ways. This 
is really important because with so many �nancial options available, its crucial people are equipped 
with knowledge to make the right choices about their money. From guidance on budgeting to help 
with online banking we o�er a range of support to help people understand their �nancial circum-
stances, and plan for tomorrow.”

Citizens Advice o�ers general advice on a wide range of money issues, from queries about insurance 
and mortgages, to information on wills. 

In addition to general advice, we also o�er more in-depth sessions in 
the following areas:

 Financial capability - building skills such as budgeting and 
              getting the best deals
 Pension Wise -guidance to anyone over 50 with a de�ned
              contribution pension
 Energy Best Deal - getting the best deal on your energy
              and how to save energy to cut down your bills

Debt is the most common money query in Newark and 
Sherwood says Citizens Advice Sherwood and Newark

Citizens Advice Sherwood and Newark has 
helped people with 7047 money issues in 
2015/2016, new �gures reveal. 

People wanting to make the most of their 
�nances are calling on Citizens Advice 
Sherwood and Newark for help and support 
with a range of money queries, from infor-
mation about income tax to questions on 
savings and investments. 

The top three money issues in 2015/16, the 
charity has helped people with are: 
1. Council Tax arrears 1073 issues
2. Credit, store and charge card 653 issues
3. Unsecured personal loans 611 issues
Queries included dealing with debt repay-
ments, fuel, rent and parking debts.

Anyone needing help with their 
�nances can get in touch with us 
or visit DROP IN ADVICE 
SESSIONS at: 

New Ollerton (5 Forest Court) 
NG22 9PL - Monday, Wednesday 
& Friday: 9:30am – 2:30pm

Newark (Keepers Cottage, 
Riverside Park, Great North 
Road) NG24 1BL - Tuesday & 
Thursday: 9:30am – 2:30pm

Advice Line: 0344-411-1444 ( 
Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm)

www.citizensadvice.org.uk
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Our events programme,  so far up to Christmas;
Friday       28th October  2016      A joint concert with 
"Les Baladins des Bords de L'Indre from Tours, France, 
at East Drayton Church.

Thursday  24th November 2016    Carol singing at 
the Edwinstowe High St Christmas Event. 
Time to be con�rmed.

Saturday  17th  December 2016    The Annual 
Edwinstowe Christmas Concert in Edwinstowe 
Village Hall at 7-00pm.

Sunday    18th  December  2016    A Capella Carol 
Singing in the afternoon at Sherwood Forest 
Visitor Centre. Time to be con�rmed.   
  
If you would like to us to perform for your celebra-
tions or fund raising events, our Concert Secretary Phil 
would be delighted to hear from you on  01623 
822070.  More details about the Choir can be found 
on our website.    
thedukeriessingers.com                                                   

Have a lovely colourful and harmonious Autumn.

Although we are experiencing an Indian Summer 
as I write, I do feel we are moving quickly into 
Autumn.  Harvests are gathered and the nights 
are quickly drawing in.  A guarantee to lift the 
spirits is singing, a really therapeutic activity.  We 
sing every Wednesday night from 7-30pm. until 
9-30pm in or above the Concert Hall at the Duker-
ies Academy.  This is best accessed via the Leisure 
Centre entrance and car park.  We love to encour-
age new voices and you would be most welcome.  
All you need is a wish to enjoy singing with a 
group of like minded people.

THE DUKERIES SINGERS

ANOTHER SEASON OVER! 4 MONTHS PLAY THEN 8 MONTHS WONDERING WHETHER WE STILL 
HAVE ENOUGH BOWLERS TO FULFILL OUR FIXTURES? 

AS I LOOK THROUGH THE TEAMS STILL IN EXISTENCE THERE IS NO CHURCH WARSOP NO WELBECK NO 
MANSFIELD COLLIERY NO SHIREBROOK SPORTS NO MANSFIELD RACECOURSE. WHEN THE PITS 
CLOSED FOLLOWED BY THE WELFARE CLUBS THESE CLUBS FELL BY THE WAYSIDE! WHEN OUR VILLAGE 
WELFARE CLOSED OUR MEMBERS VOTED TO CHANGE THE NAME TO EDWINSTOWE BOWLS CLUB. 

THIS HAS NOT BROUGHT ENOUGH NEW BOWLERS. 
ONE NEW GUY STARTED 3 WEEKS AGO AND ONE 
NEW LADY SAID SHE WOULD BE HAPPY TO COME 
AGAIN IN 2017.

NONE OF OUR MEMBERS ARE GETTING ANY 
YOUNGER. PLEASE MAKE IT YOUR NEW YEARS RESO-
LUTION TO CONSIDER GIVING IT A GO. WE ARE WELL 
SUPPORTED BY THE PARISH COUNCIL AND JUST 
LACK NEW MEN OR LADIES TO JOIN OUR HAPPY 
BAND. WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR SUPPORT. 
RING ROD @ 822448. FOR INFORMATION.

EDWINSTOWE BOWLS CLUB
Jan
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EDWINSTOWE 
AERIAL & SATELLITE 

SPECIALISTS

Would a £200 win look good to you?
That is the average annual saving that your local 
Citizens Advice has been �nding for people who 
took up our o�er of help with their energy bills.    
The biggest gain achieved so for an individual client 
was £823. 
 
We have also helped resolve longstanding 
complaints with energy providers and to correct 
bills, with several clients seeing hundreds of pounds 
wiped o� the amount they were told that they 
owed.   If your bills have suddenly increased, let us 
know - one client happily saw a £1,200 bill melt 
away to nothing as a result of our intervention.

We are concerned that a number of prepayment 
energy customers have told us about representa-
tives going from door to door in the area making 
appointments for smart meters to be installed.  In 
some cases, householders have agreed, thinking 
that this was part of the national smart meter 
roll-out advertised on TV, but then discovered they 
have actually switched suppliers.   We understand 
that it is di�cult for people with no internet access 
to do their own research and they, in particular, may 
feel pressured.  If you are targeted, you could call 
your existing supplier to check before you agree.    
If this has already happened to you and you are not 
happy, let us know.

Yes, we have been working hard over the past 9 
months helping people just like you to sort out their 
energy bills but we want to see more of you because 
we know that lots of people in our area are still 
paying too much.    Long summer (technically) days 
may seem like a relief from worrying about gas and 
electricity bills but now is the time to get help with 
switching your deal so that you can appreciate the 
savings this winter and have a bit more money in 
your pocket for when the kids are back at school 
and in time for Christmas.  If you have a problem 
and your energy supplier is not listening, or you just 
want help checking what options are available for 
you,  give Sherwood & Newark Citizens Advice a call 
on 01623 861769.

Citizens Advice o�ers general advice on a wide 
range of money issues, from queries about insur-
ance and mortgages, to information on wills. 
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I read the Parish newsletter recently and was particularly interested 
in an article which mentioned a possible twinning association 
between our village and Robiac-Rochessadoule in France.  I’d taken 
part in various exchange visits over the years and contacted the 
Parish Council to let them know that this was something I’d really 
like to get involved in.

And so it was that I found myself joining our French visitors on 
Friday evening, just after coming back from my holiday.  

Throughout my time with Henri and Christine, I 
attempted to use some of my ‘schoolgirl French’ but 
felt safe in the knowledge that Jane or Tony were on 
hand to translate if and when things got di�cult 
(which was often – we still wrote on slate when I was 
at school – well, almost ).  And at least the Mayor and 
his wife were very encouraging and didn’t ridicule 
me about my ‘pigeon French’: best of all, it broke the 
ice!  By Sunday morning, Henri seemed more relaxed 
and was, himself, attempting more English than he 
had done on the previous day.  

Having visitors to Edwinstowe always gives us the 
opportunity to promote our village and I think that, 
as a community, we probably surpassed our French 
visitors’ expectations on this occasion.

Coming from a traditional coalmining community 
themselves, I learned that they have experienced 
similar issues to us, including subsidence problems 
and the closure of their colliery: although their coal 
production ceased some 30 years ago, they showed 
me a photo of their village monument – a massive 
miner’s lamp – which seems to have been placed at 
the centre of their village: evidence, I thought, of their 
continued pride in their industrial past.  In contrast to 
their own experiences, I believe our visitors were 
particularly impressed with how quickly we seem to be 
moving on with our plans after the huge loss of our 
own pit, Thoresby. However, I’m sure that their villagers 
will have developed a positive new way of life since the 
closure of their colliery and I think we could learn a lot 
more from each other by comparing our experiences 
and swapping ideas.  This visit has left me feeling really 
enthusiastic about developing new, long-lasting 
friendships between people of all ages and, providing 
enough people want to get involved, it could be the 
start of a brilliant new adventure for our village.

Wendy Marsh 

This initial meeting was very brief – and slightly awkward - as the group was just about to have 
their evening meal.  However, as soon as we met up again the following day, any di�culties (real or 
imaginary) were a thing of the past and we were soon �nding lots to talk about.  We spent most of 
Saturday together and, afterwards, everyone said what a really good time we’d had at the Robin 
Hood Festival.  

The following morning gave us chance to participate in a service at St Mary’s Church and also to 
look at the latest plans for the new visitors’ centre at Sherwood Forest.  Although there was a more 
formal atmosphere than the previous day, I was glad to have been part of it and to �nd out more, 
myself, about Edwinstowe.
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Earlier this year Jane Churly, an English resident of 
Robiac-Rochessadoule  in the South of France, 
contacted the Parish Council with a view to forming 
links with Edwinstowe.

Henri, the recently elected Mayor of the village, his 
wife, Christine and Jane  and her partner, Tony 
visted Edwinstowe in early August. They stayed 
locally and had the opportunity to meet lots of 
Edwinstowe residents at a reception held for them 
at Edwinstowe House. 

People from our churches, youth groups, Brownies, 
Guides, Patient Participation Group, British Legion, 
Councillors, Sherwood Forest Trust,and many other 
organisations welcomed them to our village. 

Over the next three days our visitors were able to 
enjoy the Robin Hood Festival, trips to St Mary’s 
Church, the Library, Fire Station, Youth Hostel, High 
Street, Thoresby Colliery site and Ollerton Road 
allotments. They were most impressed with every-
thing they saw.

Even more importantly they were very taken with 
the kindness and helpfulness from all the people 
they met. They even met the real Sheri� of Notting-
ham when they had a Grandstand seat for the 
jousting on Saturday afternoon.

The Visit of the Mayor of 
Robiac- Rochessadoule and 
his Party to Edwinstowe 

There are some people interested in devoloping 
the links with Robiac-Rochessadoule and if you 
would like more information please contact the 
Parish Council. We hope we can develop our links 
within the village, we have alot in common and 
can also learn from each other

Thank you to all who made the visit so enjoyable 
with a particular mention to Alice Dunn, the 
Parish Clerk, Wendy Marsh and the caterers for the 
Edwinstowe House, Jason Wilson Culinary 
Delights. So many others made the visit memo-
rable and I much appreciate their e�orts and the 
time they gave us.

Vive La France... Vive La Grande Bretagne... Vive 
L’entente cordiale!

they were doing in Edwinstowe and we recognise 
how generous everybody was, in giving their time 
to us. 

We felt very welcome, at both formal and infor-
mal occasions, and we wish to say that all those 
that we met in Edwinstowe are always welcome 
to come to Robiac-Rochessadoule, whether it 
be a personal or semi-o�cial visit!
 
Nos meilleurs sentiments,

Henri, Christine, Jane and Tony

Many thanks to you all for organising such a 
successful, interesting, thoughtful and full 
programme whilst we were in Edwinstowe.

Please pass our thanks onto all those who 
attended the Reception on Thursday evening, 
the Harworth Estates team at Thoresby Colliery, 
the team of �remen, and of course the Sheri� of 
Nottingham (the real one!). It was clear that 
everybody that we met and to whom we talked, 
were proud of what 
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RSPB submits plans 
for new visitor centre at 
Sherwood Forest
An RSPB-led consortium has submitted the planning 
application to Newark and Sherwood District Council 
for a new visitor centre at Sherwood Forest.

The consortium successfully won a bid in August last 
year as part of a Ross Frazer, RSPB Project Manager, 
said: “We’re very happy to reach this important stage 
in the planning process. We hope that people will see 
that we’ve listened to and incorporated their 
feedback, and this planning application brings us one 
step closer to realising our vision for a brilliant new 
visitor centre at Sherwood Forest.”
procurement process organised by Nottinghamshire 
County Council to design and build the new centre 
and manage Sherwood Forest Country Park and 
National Nature Reserve from early 2018.

If approved, the proposed work would see a modern 
facility built at a site agreed by Nottinghamshire 
County Council, at Forest Corner in Edwinstowe. This 
would be followed by the removal of the current 
1970’s visitor centre and car parks, and that site would 
then be returned to nature.

The plans for the new visitor centre will be available 
to view via the planning portal on the Newark and 
Sherwood District Council website:

http://www.newark-
sherwooddc.gov.uk/planningapplications/

The Royal Oak was recently taken over by 
Everards Brewery, who also own the popular 
Greendale Oak in Cuckney. The pub is closed 
for two months until early December to 
undergo an extensive refurbishment. A 
restaurant area will be created to serve a 
good quality menu.

Villagers will no doubt be delighted to see 
this landmark pub in the centre of the village 
being given a welcome re-vamp as it’s had a 
chequered history in the last two or three 
years. Parish Councillors have welcomed the 
upgrade. Along with the development of the 
Jug and Glass building, the re-surfacing and 
the work the Parish Council has been doing 
on the High Street, we can surely boast the 
most attractive High Street of any village in 
the area. It’s ready to not only serve local 
residents, but also to attract new visitors 
when the new Sherwood Forest Visitor 
Centre opens in 2018.

Royal Oak 
to be re-
furbished
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Ru�ord Recruitment Ltd had their grand opening this 
month, opened by the two local directors Jade and 
Kevin! Their was a fantastic turn out from local residents, 
businesses and councillors. 

The new business, which is based at the 
bottom of the High Street, is aiming to 
provide employment to tbe village and 
surrounding areas.

Sectors which will be covered are: 
Administration/Construction/Engineering/
Logistics/Production/Manufacturing/Rail/ 
Sales & Marketing/Tra�c Management

Jade said “We are extremely pleased to 
have opened an o�ce in the area, and 
hope that we can reduce the unemploy-
ment �gure. Feel free to call in our o�ce 
anytime between 9am-5pm, Monday to 
Friday to register your interest.”

The Scouts started the new term with a camp at 
Ollerton Scout Centre where they made robots out 
of cardboard boxes to �t a scout then played robot 
wars. A good and tiring weekend was had by all.

Explorer scouts now meet on a Thursday evening at 
Ollerton Scout Centre due to small numbers, for 
more information contact Sue on the number below.
Cubs are celebrating 100 years of Cub Scouts and 
have had a very busy year so far, they went to 
London with County Cubs on the 18th of Sept and 
will be renewing their promise on 16th December 
with Mans�eld District Cubs.

Beavers are also celebrating a big birthday this year 
their 30th. They have had a day camp at the Church 
Rooms where they did outdoor cooking and camp-
ing skills. As a special treat we had a visit from Hawks 
of Steele and Three Meerkats. They were very funny 
and the Beavers enjoyed playing with them. In 
October they will be going to Notts County Beaver 
scouts big birthday party at Sherbrook Camp Site.

Look out for Scout Post boxes and stamps in local 
shops in November. The scouts, cubs and beavers 
and their parents deliver Christmas cards to the 
surrounding areas.

1st Edwinstowe Scout Group

Please see the lea�ets with areas that we cover.  
We work in partnership with Ollerton, Warsop 
and Bilsthorpe scout groups. All proceeds go 
back into these scout groups for the young 
people. Thank you to all the shops that sell 
stamps and collect the cards and we hope you 
can support us again this year.
Scouter in Charge Sue Cocking 
01623 823761. Please leave a message
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We have received donations for the High Street 
planters and Thoresby Collery Memorial from 
various business/organisations, including Centre 
Parcs and Edwinstowe Pharmacy.
 
Edwinstowe Parish Council would like to thank 
everyone who has kindly donated.  If you would 
like to sponsor a planter or make a donation 
towards the Thoresby Colliery Memorial, 
please contact the Parish Council Office.

We are happy to report that both 
allotment sites are thriving.

All plots at Ollerton Road are now 
taken, but if you are interested in a plot 
please contact Alice on 824243 and 
your name will be added to our 
waiting list.  Boy Lane Allotments has 
vacant plots.  Again if you are 
interested,  contact Alice.

Councillor’s monthly visits to the 
Ollerton Road allotments are enjoyable 
and positive.  We are very encouraged 
by the way the vast majority of plots 
are maintained.

In the past allotment holders used 
panels which may contain asbestos as 
fencing.  The Parish Council commis-
sioned a survey to clarify the situation 
with regard to these panels.  They are 
safe, if undamaged.  It is possible for 
plot holders to dispose of these safely.  
Alice will explain how this could be 
done.

Both allotment sites are a credit to the 
village and we are encouraged by the 
e�ort put into growing fresh produce.

Allotments in 
Edwinstowe

Or
info@edwinstowe.co.uk



     Cllr Celia Brooks - Chairman           Cllr Dennis Tattersall -                                     Cllr John Peck

    Cllr Terry McLaughlin               Cllr Paul Peacock                        Cllr Karen Peck
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Edwinstowe Parish Council 
Working to make a diffrence

Clerk - Alice Dunn

Tel: (01623) 824243
info@edwinstowe.co.uk

& District Councillor

& District Councillor

& County Councillor

     Cllr Chris Ayre                           Cllr Liz Benson                              Cllr Michael Brown

Cllr Barbara Starbrook                           Cllr Alison Troop

Councillors Can Be Contacted Via 
The Parish Council Office

15Administration - Nicola Priestley

C.Cllr John Peck
Mobile: 07748181719

Email: 
cllr.john.peck@nottscc.gov.uk

Mon-         10.00 am / 2pm

Tues-         10.00 am / 2pm

Wed-         10.00 am / 2pm

Thur-         10.00 am / 2pm

Fri-             10:00am / 12pm

The Parish Council is 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC on:Vice Chairman  
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The Sherwood Forest Probus Club, 
Edwinstowe held their monthly  meet-
ing on Thursday the 6th October at the 
South Forest Complex, Edwinstowe. The 
17 members attending were welcomed 
by the President  Mrs. D. Roker. 
The speaker, from the Ollerton and 
District Economic Forum Garden at the 
Forestry Holding site near Sherwood 
Pines, gave an excellent talk 
(accompanied with computer pictures) 
and explained in detail the workings of 
the garden and the people who volunteer 
to help and look after the produce. The 
next Club meeting is on Thursday 2nd 
November and the Christmas lunch on 
the 1st December.

Anyone requiring further information 
and are interested in attending the 
meetings or joining the Club please 
contact Mrs. Roker on 01623822220 
or Mr. K. Wardle on 01623823006. 

SHERWOOD FOREST
PROBUS CLUB

We are now discussing how we would like to celebrate our 
tenth anniversary year which starts in January 2017.  At least 
half of our group are founder members who have become close 
friends as well as craft/art enthusiasts sharing their interests.  
Over the years we have had boat trips, seaside outings, a week-
end away, meals out together besides meeting each Friday 
afternoon to share ideas and pass on tips to each other. 

I have had so much help from our members and I would like  
thank to them all for making tea in their turn ( the system works 
VERY well}, the ladies who have given their time to run our 
lottery, the ones who help with the ra�es which have raised 
funds for local charities and to our supplier of craft goodies who 
keeps everyone happy with her wide variety of craft stash. Our 
weekly subscription has remained unchanged at £1.00 per 
week since the group was formed and we will  able to maintain 
this for the foreseeable future. 

We are now able to welcome newcomers to our group, both 
artists and card makers, should anyone care to visit to learn 
more about the group, please call in any Friday afternoon 
between 1pm and 3pm or telephone 01623 825518.

Barbara Freer

Abbey Road Art & Craft Group

18



20



21



22

The club saw a temporary move over Autumn while 
Newark and Sherwood Homes re�tted the centres kitchen, 
so during this time the club met to enjoy some wonderful 
Lunches at The South Forest Complex, giving the kitchen 
volunteers a well-earned break from duties! 

We did leave with our �ngers crossed though as we wanted 
to be back ‘home’ for our 3rd Birthday Celebrations on the 
3rd of November.

Thursday the 23rd June we all enjoyed a day trip to the 
coast, a big thankyou to the Dukeries Lions Club for buying 
our Fish and Chip Lunch.

July saw us excited as we were awarded with 
a Big Lottery Grant allowing us to purchase 
some new equipment, including a Bain-Marie, 
water boiler and microwave for the kitchen 
and crockery, cutlery and table wares for the 
dining room.

A big thankyou to the Rotary Club for their 
kind donation of £200, this will be spent on 
taking the members to a Christmas Panto in 
December. (Oh yes it will!)
Our Halloween Pie and Pea Medium Night is 
a sell out again in the Village Hall, a most 
enjoyable night.

Thursday the 10th of November sees 
another of our great themed lunches with 
Poppies for Remembrance. This year will be a 
�rst for us, to lay a poppy wreath on the 
Cenotaph the following Sunday.

We owe a big thankyou to many people in 
the community, but not enough space to list 
everyone.  But for now THANKYOU!

Lynds Close Luncheon Club
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Autumn is upon us now but that doesn’t mean we 
have to hibernate! Newark & Sherwood area and 
further a�eld has a lot to o�er in respect of places 
to visit and events to attend.  Here are just a few:-

Kelham Hall will be holding a Firework Extrava-
ganza on Sunday 6th November with a choreo-
graphed �rework display and traditional bon�re 
treats. Over the weekend of Saturday & Sunday 
12th & 13th November, is Kelham’s Big Vintage 
Festival between 10.30 and 3.30 with stalls, music 
and much more. On Saturday 26th and Sunday 
27th November visit the Christmas Fayre with over 
50 stalls throughout the hall- a chance for a bit of 
Christmas shopping whilst enjoying mulled wine 
and hot chocolate and listening to Christmas 
carols! Tel: 01636 980000 for more details.

Thoresby Park will host their Winter Foodfest on 
Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th November & the 
Winterfest on Saturday 26th & Sunday 27th 
November. Both events are very popular and will 
be sure to get you into the Christmas spirit! Tel: 
01623 822009 for further information.

From 19th November until 23rd December you 
can get the kids out and about with the Santa Trail 
at Ru�ord Country Park and visit Santa in his 
Grotto.  St. Nicholas will arrive at Sherwood Forest 
Country Park from 26th November.  See 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk for further informa-
tion or give us a call.

You may want to book into the ever popular Savile 
Restaurant at Ru�ord Park for Christmas lunch 
(now booking for Boxing Day and New Year’s Day) 
– Ring 
Tel: 01623822944. 

Don’t forget it is Panto season.  Newark Palace 
Theatre will be showing performances of Jack & 
The Beanstalk from 7th December until 31st 
December.  Telephone the Box O�ce on 01636 
655755 for tickets or more details. Or you may 
fancy Peter Pan at Mans�eld Palace Theatre from 
26th November until 31st December Tel: 01623 
633133 to book your tickets.

If you have ever thought about visiting the historic 
Welbeck Abbey which only opens its doors once a 
year to the public, then now is the time to book!  
The tours are daily from 7th August 2017 until 3rd 
September 2017 at 10am, 12noon and 3pm and 
cost £18.00 per person.  Tel: 01909 501700 or 
email: info@harleygallery.co.uk to book or for 
more information.

Whatever your interests, whether it is walking or 
cycling, crafts or historic houses we have informa-
tion on events or attractions related to these. 

Don’t forget the new holiday brochures will be 
coming into our o�ce from January!

Please note that although details of events are 
correct at the time of going to press, it is always 
advisable to telephone in advance to con�rm 
details. The Tourist Information Centre at Ru�ord 
Country Park is open daily 10.30am-4.30pm.  You 
can leave a message on our answer phone and we 
will reply to you the following morning.  Tel: 
01623824545.  Alternatively you can email us at 
sherwoodtic@nsdc.info or visit our website 
www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk and follow us 
on twitter www.twitter.com/homeofrobinhood

NEWS FROM YOUR LOCAL TOURIST INFORMATION 

Thanks to all who attended and helped at our Co�ee 
Morning on Saturday 10th September where  we 
raised £340 for the John Eastwood Hospice. The 
following weekend, the 17th, we were involved in 
helping with the annual garden fete run by Tracey 
Wilson and Jean Frettsome at their house in Robin 
Hood Avenue.

Despite the rather cold wind and overcast sky the 
numerous stalls and ra�es raised over £2,000 and 

we are very grateful that this money is donated to 
the Support Group. Thanks to Jean, Tracy, Jason 
and Brian and all helpers and supporters who 
work hard to make this event a success.

Our next events include a stall on the High Street 
on 24th November for the the Christmas Event 
followed by our Christmas Co�ee Morning on 
Saturday 26th November.

We hope to see you!
Phil Robinson

Edwinstowe Hospice 
Support Group
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Little Oaks is Growing
Following the sad closure of Edwinstowe Pre-school 
Playgroup, a group of mums and grandmas desperately 
wanted to have a playgroup in the village
 and so began Little Oaks Playgroup.

The Playgroup opened in May and has been a huge 
success. The community has come together with gener-
ous donations of toys and money, showing that we need 
a service such as this for our little ones.

On Tuesday and Friday mornings the Village Hall turns 
into a fun-�lled,indoor and outdoor play-area, welcoming 
babies, toddlers, parents, grandparents and childminders.

The volunteer organisers provide a fun and 
friendly environment where children ages 0-3 
are active and creative. 

Each month has a di�erent
theme with everything from dinosaurs to 
pirates; crafts and sensory play are all linked to 
the theme. There is also a cosy corner with soft
blankets and toys for new babies and 
pre-walkers.

Little Oaks Playgroup is a friendly place where 
parents, grandparents and childminders can 
have a drink and a chat while their little ones 
play happily. Children over 1 also have a healthy 
snack, afterwards the sessions end with music 
and movement time.

Little Oaks Playgroup is open Tuesday and 
Friday 9.30-11am in the Village Hall. £3 for 
over 1s and £1 for under £1s.
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Local Services & Groups
Directory

Helpful Numbers

Local Groups

Nurseries

Churches

Schools

Parish Council O�ce - 824243
Newark & Sherwood District Council - 01636 650000
Nottinghamshire County Council - 0300 5008080
Notts Police - Non Emergency - 101
Citizens Advice Bureau - 0344 411 1444
Tourist Information - 824545
Major Oak Medical Practice - 822303
Edwinstowe Library - 822280
Sherwood Forest Trust - 821490
Sherwood Forest Visitors Centre - 823202
The Village Hall - 07594460846

If You Would Like 
To Add Your 

Group To Our 
Directory List,

Please Contact 
The Parish Council 
Office On: 824243 

Or Email: 
info@edwinstowe.co.uk

St Marys Church Of England Primary School - 822518
King Edwin Primary  - 822111 
Dukeries Accademy - 860545

1st Edwinstowe Beaver Scouts - 823761
2nd Edwinstowe Brownies - 824782
Edwinstowe Historical Society - 822264
Edwinstowe Hospice Support Group - 822070
Edwinstowe Leisure Painters - 01777 870588
Edwinstowe’s Helping Hands - 07800803728
Major Oak Pop Choir - 07450316756
Dukeries Singers - 822070
Abbey Road Art & Craft Group - 825518
Royal British Legion -824787
Dukeries Tai Chi Society - 822827
1st Edwinstowe Scouts Group - 823165

St Mary’s Church O�ce- 822430
St Mary’s Church Rooms - 07840435796
Methodist Church - 623192

Bright Beginnings Day Nursery -
822440

Local (01623) Number Applies Unless Otherwise Stated

Sherwood Forest Probus Club - 822256
Lynds Close Luncheon Club - 07800803728
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Don't leave your pension plans to the last minute' 
says Citizens Advice Sherwood & Newark.

Redevelopment plans for the former Thoresby 
Colliery were revealed at a public consultation 
event on Thursday 21st July 2016. Harworth Group 
plc took ownership of the site located o� Ollerton 
Road, Edwinstowe following its closure in July 
2015, and invited local residents, councillors and 
representatives from other interested organisa-
tions to the former colliery to view the plans and 
express their thoughts.

The proposed plans included a 350-acre country 
park, 25-acre business park, up to 800 new homes 
and also an area of land set aside for sports pitches 
and an education provision. Running from 2pm 
until 8pm, the public consultation event saw 
around 400 people attend, and showcased the 
proposed masterplan of the site, along with the 

opportunity for residents to have a Landrover tour 
up to the top of the present spoil heap for an 
impressive view of the site, the Major Oak and out 
towards Lincoln.

Harworth’s plans originally suggested that some of 
Nottinghamshire County Council’s land to the 
West of the site could be brought forward for 
development. Since the consultation event 
however, Nottinghamshire County Council have 
con�rmed that they did not want their land to be 
included within the scheme. As a result, Harworth 
is currently in the process of amending the site’s 
plans to account for the Council’s decision and for 
feedback on the day from residents. It intends to 
submit a planning application to Newark & Sher-
wood District Council towards the end of 2016. 

The redevelopment of 
Thoresby Colliery: 
An Update 

Laxton History Group has a brand new presentation 
based on the research done by the Group over the 
last three years into the village between 1900 and 
1920. We have looked at all aspects of life – the 
relationship with the Lords of the Manor at Thoresby 
Estate, the reorganisation of the open �eld system, 
the men recorded on the War memorial, the life of 
the school and the lives of the people.

We will be happy to take bookings to give his 
presentation at meetings of local organisations. 
Please telephone 01777 871506 for more informa-
tion or to make a booking.

Laxton History Group 

Parish Councillors were shocked to hear that a 
syringe was found on the Fourth Avenue play area 
by one of the Parish Council sta� when he was 
doing the daily inspection of the site. The incident 
happened in early October.

The syringe was immediately removed and 
disposed of in line with the approved practice. The 
Chair of the Parish Council, Councillor Celia Brooks 
alerted the police and contacted the schools, 
asking them to talk to children about what to do if 
the see a syringe anywhere and never to touch it. 
Councillor Brooks said, “I’m shocked that we seem 
to have a drug user in the village, who also seems 
to have a total disregard for the safety of children 
and members of the public. 

I can’t remember a time when we’ve found a 
syringe on one of our play areas. However, our sta� 
do check the play areas every day and pick up the 
litter and empty the bins. I’ve asked them to be 
extra vigilant when checking the play parks and 
reminded them of the correct procedure, which 
was followed in this instance.”

The schools have been asked to remind children of 
the dangers, not just in play parks and what do do 
if they �nd a syringe. Parents should also warn their 
children never to pick up or touch a syringe or 
indeed anything suspicious and always alert a 
parent or teacher so that the proper steps can be 
taken. 

This advice is good for wherever the child happens 
to be as it’s a sad fact of life, these things can 
happen anywhere.
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‘‘I was delighted to recently visit to meet with 
Edwinstowe Parish Council, at the invitation of Cllr 
Michael Brown, to talk about what’s happening in 
the village and get an update on a number of local 
issues. At the top of the agenda was a discussion 
around how a number of national policies a�ect 
the village - which obviously as the MP I can feed 
back to Government - so we can try to work 
together to save local taxpayers money and keep 
Council Tax down. 

We also talked about the new Visitor Centre, and 
plans for the Thoresby Colliery site which are all 
ongoing. I have told developers in no uncertain 
terms that we want jobs as a priority, and any plans 
to build homes on the site will need to come with 
funding to deal with local infrastructure, including 
paying for the Robin Hood Line and improvements 
to Ollerton Roundabout, as well as ensuring that 
tra�c does not all plough through the crossroads 
at the top of the High Street. Sustainable transport 
networks and local services are absolutely vital to 
get the most out of these sites both for residents 
and local tourism.

It’s great to be able to sit down and have a positive 
discussion with the Parish Council and I’m keen to 
both thank and to support Cllr Michael Brown for 
helping to facilitate it. I hope we can continue to 
work positively together.’’ 

Despite objections from the Parish Council, County 
Councillor John Peck and Nottinghamshire County 
Council and despite the Planning Committee of Newark 
and Sherwood District Council turning down the applica-
tion to build a solar Farm in a �eld on Ollerton Road, an 
independent planning inspector has overturned the 
decision and allowed the solar farm to go ahead.

By the time you read this article, the panels will be in 
place. The objections were not against solar energy 
which is a valuable form of energy, but about the site 
being so close to Sherwood Forest, Sherwood Heath and 
the River Maun valley. It will be very visible from the 
proposed viewing point at the top of the restored 
Thoresby Colliery spoil heap when it is completed. John 
Peck said, “The objection was not about solar energy, but 
where the solar farm is located. 

The Sherwood Forest area is our internationally renowned, premier tourist attraction in Nottinghamshire. 
Planners need to be much more careful about developing this sensitive area. The Secretary of State has 
recently given the go ahead for a giant incinerator in nearby Bilsthorpe and who knows, we may see applica-
tions for fracking. Local people need to be listened to and much more thought needs to be given to how we 
preserve the Sherwood Forest area.”

Solar Farm on Ollerton 
Road approved on appeal

 From Mark Spencer MP
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We reported in the last magazine that the Parish 
Council agreed to a motion moved by Councillor 
John Peck and seconded by Councillor Celia 
Brooks, to establish a fund to create a permanent 
memorial in the village to the miners who lost 
their lives during the course of their work at 
Thoresby Colliery. 

The Thoresby Miners’ Memorial
We’re pleased to report that we have already had 
several generous donations and John Peck has 
promised a contribution from his Divisional Fund to 
support local communities. If any business or 
individual would like to contribute to the fund, 
please drop it in or send it to the Parish Council 
O�ce. Any donation, however large or small will be 
very gratefully received. 

What a fantastic summer for local couple Linda and Ray 
Heywood who grow amazing exotic Echium plants. As 
well as selling and giving advice through their website 
and to visitors to the Echium Garden at Edwinstowe 
House, this year bought an unexpected TV pro�le for the 
couple.

The BBC camera crews arrived in Edwinstowe in June to 
�lm for the coverage of RHS Hampton Court Palace 
Flower Show in July and to tell the story, so far, about the 
success of Echium World from its launch only three years 
ago.

Linda says “What a great experience to be invited to 
exhibit at RHS Hampton Court, the world’s largest garden 
show and be awarded a Silver Medal, all the hard work is 
paying o�! It was great to meet Monty Don and Carol 
Klein, we even managed to meet celebrity couple Ade 
Edmondson and Jennifer Saunders who bought some 
Echium plants for her mum!”

Back to the drawing board, the couple are hoping to be 
successful with their innovative design exhibit for the 
new RHS Chatsworth Flower Show in June next year. For 
more information or to make contact visit 
www.echiumworld.co.uk

Silver For 
Edwinstowe Echiums

We are currently investigating an appropriate design and site for the Memorial and will be 
setting up a working group. Please contact the office if you would like to be part of this group.



  COMMENTS
Please email your comments to : 

 Cllr John Peck , Cllr Liz Benson, Cllr Karen Peck , Alice Dunn
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Nottinghamshire Foot Health
Foot health care in your home

Tel: 07540 798 161
Providing you with a professional & friendly home 

visiting service treating the following:

• Corns & Callus
• Fungal nail infections
• In-growing toe nails

• Care of the diabetic foot
• Athletes foot
• General foot maintenance

• Thickened toe nails
• Verrucas
• Specialised nail cutting
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Edwinstowe’s Got Talent
In The Bargain Booze Courtyard 
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